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Ever wondered how plants grow? How some
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are tall, and others short, why roots grow ‘ iﬂﬁ
down, and shoots grow up? It's all about plant L .,
hormones — chemicals in plants that make -1 _J ¥ |
things happen. Just like animals have Y o ]_| '
hormones, like those that make us male or b g 1 /

female, plants have hormones too!

Unlike many other scientists, | did not have an

interest in science from a young age: | guess |

didn’t really understand what it was all about. It ; :
wasn't until | was in college, and took a Biology < £ N A
course that my interest was sparked, and | started to view the world in a different, scientific,

way. Even then, | had no idea the impact that science would have on my life.

| went to UTAS to study a course in English
or Psychology, and ended up following an
entirely different path - to Life Sciences ie.
plants and animals. | completed uni with a
double-major Bachelor of Science degree in
Plant Science and Zoology, and Honours in
Plant Science. It just goes to show that you
really don’t need to know exactly what you
are going to do at Uni - you can just follow
the paths that are open to you, those things
that you enjoy. You never know where you'll
end up, but it will be a place that you want to
be, and you’ll have enjoyed getting there!

So here | am, studying for my PhD in Plant Science, and focussing on hormone
biosynthesis. My plan from here is to either teach science, or go into science
communication within the community — | want to get across to people how important
science is in the day-to-day lives of the public.

The great thing about a career in science is the scope for innovation and novelty that you
gain with it — you can study anything you can dream up, and make your own break-
throughs that can change how people see things forever: your imagination is the key to
discovery.



